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Sir: 

Responsive to the Official Action dated November 27, 2002, the time for responding 
thereto being extended for one month in accordance with a petition for extension submitted 
concurrently herewith, please amend the above-identified application as follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Cancel without prejudice the nonelected claims 4-8, 10-11 and 15-18. 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 1 . (Twice Amended) A cDNA of a disease gene for rheumatoid arthritis, which 
comprises the nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NO: 1. 

Claim 3. (Thrice Amended) A DNA fragment of SEQ ID NO: 1, wherein said DNA 
fragment comprises at least nucleotides 2693 to 2702 of SEQ ID NO: 1. 



Claim 12. (Amended) A polynucleotide, comprising the nucleotide sequence of SEQ ID 

NO: 1. 

Claim 13. (Amended) A polynucleotide, consisting of a fragment of SEQ ID NO: 1, 
wherein said polynucleotide comprises at least nucleotides 2693 to 2702 of SEQ ID NO: 1. 

Claim 14. (Amended) The polynucleotide according to claim 13, which consists of 
nucleotides 2693 to 2702 of SEQ ID NO: 1. 



